
Dear Chairman Powell,

I would like to comment regarding the Federal Communications
Commission considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these rules would
likely open the door to numerous mergers that would continue the
reduction of competition and diversity in the media that began when
President Clinton signed the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final form, the
public must have the opportunity to review and comment on any
specific changes the Commission plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one company in a
town could control the most popular newspaper, TV station, and
possibly even a cable system giving it dominant influence over the
content and slant of local news. Such a move would reduce the
diversity of cultural and political discussion in a community and
seriously threaten the flow of information so vital to any informed
electorate.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of all proposed
changes, their empirical basis, and a meaningful period of time for
the public to review and comment on any proposed changes before a
final rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. More
information, not less, about proposed changes would best serve the
public interest. Indeed, we hope the Commission would do everything
in its power to keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive
as possible.

Thank you for your time and consideration.


